By Courteney Jones

Jre & Arty

aper artist Lu-
crezia Bieler uses
a pair of surgi

scissors to craft works
cut from a single sheet
of paper, and she utiliz-
es the kind of precision
and attention to detail
that you'd expect from
any medical surgeon

Though she’s lived in
Tallahassee for the last
twenty years, Bieler
was born and raised in
Zurich, Switzerland
Switzerland has a long
tradition of paper cut
ting, but Bieler is most
ly self-taught in the
medium

“In Switzerland, you
first have a basic art
education where you
study everything " she
said. Bieler learned to
apply many of these
different techniques to
her cuttings

During her second
year in art school, Biel
er was accepted into a
four-year program spe-
clalizing in scientific
illustrations for text
books and other educa
tional materials The
program created a
foundation for the many
extraordinarily detailed
depictions of nature
seen in Bieler's work
t

oday

I knew that with
wtific illustration,
could be trained to
ke illustrations of
imals,” she said. “You
so learned to work
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ght you how to be
really patient, which is
or the paper cut-

Bieler’s first serious
1pt at paper cut-
ng was the result of a
class outing to the cir-

us. She and her fellow
students were allowed
to observe the animals
during training ses-
sions

“Our teacher told us

to try any medium that
we thought would help
us capture something
really quickly,” she
said. “I tried brushes
and other things first
and then I thought to
take a pair of scissors
and black paper with
me and cut out the sil
houettes. And I found
that I really liked to do

it

That Bieler first
considered the paper
cutting for its speed is
somewhat ironic, given
that most of the cut-
tings she produces now
take months—and
sometimes years—to
finish. The process of
cutting out a piece
alone can take any-
where from weeks to
months depending on
its size, but she starts
working on the cuttings
years in advance,
sketching out ideas and
then practicing on a few
small detail cutouts of
her designs. The time
spent planning, sketch-
ing, and practicing is
crucial to the final
work; because the final
pieces are all cut from a
single sheet of paper,

one mistake means
Bieler has to start the
piece over. It’s painstak-
ing work, but Bieler’s
ion for the medium
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What: 19th
Annual
Plantation
Wildlife Arts
Festival
When: No-
vember 21-23
Where: Thom-
asville Center for the
Arts, 600 EastWashington
Street, Thomasville, Ga
Cost: $5 for children 5-11, $15
for adults and $20 for an
adult 2-day pass

Contact: 229-226-0588 or
pwaf.org

COCA
“Beauty and Beast”

helps her press on.

“You can make ex-
tremely fine details in
parts of it, and you can
spend a lot of time, but I
think that's the fascinat-
ing thing about it,” she
said. “It’s like med-
itation.”

Some of Bieler's
work will be on display
at this weekend's Plan-
tation Wildlife Arts
Festival in Thomasville.
The festival will feature
several demonstrations
and workshops, as well
as works from 65 artists
across the country that

specialize in wildlife art
in a variety of media.
The festival’s focus is
perfect for Bieler's
work. Many of her
pieces depict wildlife
because she feels the
paper cutting is the
perfect medium to rep-
resent the fragility of
nature.

“I try to show that it's
almost symbolic, when
you use just the paper
and you try to cut it
from one sheet,” she
said. “As soon as you
damage it, it's done.”

Bieler treats her

animal subjects just as
a portraitist would with
human subjects. She
applies the same eye
for detail and emotion,
and crafts even the
most predatory

“Flying Under and
Over the Sun

B
oY)

“Divine”

Vito and Jackie B
George Island
announce the
of theirr dau;
to Randall Grant
Larry and Mimu
of Tallahassee Alyssa 1s
» graduate of FSU with

Grant

APORCy,
W ey

HOLE ONE

HarborChase of Tallahasser would like to say “Thank you™

to all of our Community Sponsors, Organizations and Golfers
that helped to make the 2014 HarborChase Hole in One
Alzheimer's Golf Tournament 1 huge success!
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with empathy. For Biel-
er, her work 1s all about
taking a closer look,
beneath the surface.
She uses the intricate
details in her cuttings to
draw your eye in—and
maybe the next time
you see a few of these
creatures in the wild,
you'll take a closer look
there, too.
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